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Bringing something special to the table.TM



Our goal of the newsletter is to provide relevant updates about 
our company, our varieties and areas where we can help you 
achieve the most from an IFG® license. Additionally, we intend to 
share stories, facts and other information that you might find 
interesting! After all, we are a family company and there is always 
something interesting occurring in our family!

There is so much happening at IFG® it is hard to know where to 
begin. On the grower front, we are hosting two major events this 
year – our IFG® Summit – Australia this June and our IFG® Global 
Summit in August. Our goal for these summits is to bring 
together experts in many areas, focusing on areas such as 
marketing and commercialization, technical discoveries and 
sharing of knowledge, as well as the networking and 
collaboration of the very best table grapes and cherries.

Additionally, we are hosting several open days targeting specific 
regions and varieties. We have several cherry open trial days in 
the northern and southern hemispheres planned, raisin variety 
specific meetings, and of course tours and meetings around the 
many table grapes we are now licensing. 

IFG® is growing…again!! IFG® continues to invest and develop a 
world-class team. We have made significant staff additions in 
Chile, Spain and Brazil. Our focus with these news hires is in the 
areas of quality monitoring and technical support. We really 
want to provide the best resources possible to you, so you can 
achieve the most from your investment in IFG® varieties. We 
invite you to meet our new team members at an upcoming 
event!

Finally, you will be seeing a lot more communication from IFG® in 
the coming months. We are planning many marketing, brand 
and licensee communications, and updates to our websites and 
online support. Our efforts in communication are designed to 
give you the information you need to manage your IFG® varieties 
and programs. 

Wishing you great success!

CEO
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Variety Launch 
Program

IFG® Table Grapes 
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IFG® launched 7 new sweet cherry varieties this year, 
with many more on trial. We have over 35 patented 
table grape varieties, with more in the pipeline. As we 
progress through our open days and trials in 2018, you 
will hear more from us on where we think our new 
varieties fit into existing programs, and where they 
might break new ground in ‘growing the category’. Our 
overall goal with our new variety launch strategy is to 
clearly communicate the placement of a 
variety…where and how the variety fits into the 
overall picture of the supply chain.

We look forward to engaging with all our licensees as 
our new varieties are officially introduced! 

IFG® is continuing its journey to be the most successful 
grape and cherry breeding program in the world. 
Success can be measured in many ways. But at the end 
of the day, it is the consumer that ‘votes’ with their 
purchase. We know that IFG® only contributes to a 
small part of the consumer’s decision to purchase. 
However, our efforts provide the foundation of this 
experience, whether it is a great eating piece of fruit, or 
not. We strive to allow all parts of the supply chain to 
be successful and supported in delivering the very 
best eating experience. We also know that our licensed 
growers must see results from our varieties and 
demonstrate that their investments in our varieties will 
pay off, now and in the future. We absolutely respect 
the investment that our licensed growers make when 
they choose IFG®. We don’t take our commitments to 
our growers and marketers lightly. 

Our breeding efforts and pipeline for table grapes and 
cherries is very full. Internally, we are investing a lot of 
resources in product placement and planning. We 
know that as we introduce new varieties, we must 
provide clarity on where and how a new variety will 
compete. What harvest timing window is being 
served? What price points are being targeted? What 
are the destination markets for the fruit? What volumes 
are anticipated? What special characteristics might 
inspire the consumer, enhancing the eating 
experience? How might the variety perform in various 
regions of the world? What are the post-harvest 
characteristics? Etc.

By Andy Higgins, CEO



IFG® Table Grapes Get 

PLU Approval!
New price look-up (PLU) codes are now approved for 
seedless IFG® table grapes. These new PLU codes 
were assigned by the Produce Marketing Association 
(PMA) and the International Federation for Produce 
Standards (IFPS) on Tuesday, May 1, 2018. We have 
six new PLU codes which are placed into two 
categories to capture the unique characteristics of its 
seedless IFG® variety offering.

Andy Higgins, IFG® CEO, notes “We are thrilled to 
have these PLU codes assigned.  Our varieties are 
performing well, and retailers and marketers are 
asking for them by name.  These PLU codes provide 
another tool for marketers and retailers to uniquely 
position our varieties for maximum impact.  Our 
groupings allow for clearer messaging and allow for 
varieties to be on the shelf correctly positioned and 
priced, year round.  We look at this as a win-win for 
all involved.”  

IFG® chose to group its varieties into categories to 
allow for maximum flexibility for the grower, 
marketer and retailer.

You asked, 
we listened.



IFG® Core (red, black, green) Seedless Grapes 
Table grapes in this category have specific characteristics to meet international 
grower and market needs, which include key table grape qualities like improved size, 

texture, coloring, yield, lower growing costs or focus on early/late season timing. 
These grapes consistently perform and are recognized by consumers for 

their excellent eating characteristics. 

IFG® 
Core

Sweet Surrender®
Sweet Enchantment®
Sweet Secrets®
Sweet Surprise®
Sweet Favors®
Sweet Joy®
Sweet Magic™ 
Sweet Bond™ 

Black (3497)

Sweet Sunshine®
Sweet Globe®
Sugar Crisp®

Green (3498)

IFG® Novelty (red, black, green) Seedless Grapes 
This category includes varieties that were created to break the mold of table grapes 
known today. They capture new flavors, textures, colors and shapes while at the same 

time delivering on the Core variety potential for more desired sizing, texture, 
coloring, yields, growing costs or harvest timing. Unique and novel, these 

table grape varieties have the potential to inspire the category. 

Sweet Celebration®  
Sweet Romance™
Jack’s Salute®

Red (3496)

IFG® 
Novelty

Red (3499)

Sweet Nectar®
Sweet Mayabelle® 
Candy Hearts®
Candy Snaps®
Candy Drops®

Black (3500)

Sweet Sapphire®
Funny Fingers®
Candy Crunch®
Candy Dreams®

Green (3501)

Cotton Candy®
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2018 Regional Summit
Australia | June 14

By Jennifer Hashim-Maguire, Regional Manager - Australia

Following on the success of previous events in Peru and 
South Africa, IFG® will present its third Regional Summit for 
our Australian licensees in Mildura, Victoria on Thursday, 
June 14, 2018.  IFG® reaches out to its licensees around the 
world with Regional Summits that focus on local concerns 
and issues of our growers and marketers. We have organized 
an excellent program that includes talks from our technical 
team on the current performance and future of IFG® table 
grape varieties and a special session on Sales and Promotion 
in Asia.  The first part of the Sales and Promotion in Asia 
session will address future-proofing marketing and supply 
strategies. Mr. George Liu founder of Frutacloud, a B2B 
(business-to-business) platform for produce procurement, is 
invited to speak on current and emerging technologies in 
produce marketing and sales that have the potential to 
disrupt the way retail markets currently function in Asia.
 
The second part of the program is a panel session on 
delighting the customer, highlighting shopper preferences, 
retail trends and meeting quality expectations. The makeup 
of the panel is a diverse group of speakers representing the 
supply chain from end-to-end. Mr. Francois Rossouw, the 
Managing Director of Mooigezicht Estates, of one of the 
most prominent table grape producers in South Africa, will 
offer his experience in developing market strategies and 
brand recognition in the Far East and China.

On the fruit procurement and retail sales side, Mr. Leo 
Cheung and Ms. Mandy Chan, co-founders of Frutodor, a 
wholly owned subsidiary of P&C International Trading 
Limited and Mr. Hendry Sim, Vice Director, PT. Laris Manis 
Utama, one of the leading import-export and distributor of 
fresh fruits in Indonesia, will speak on their experiences 
sourcing and supplying table grapes, customer preferences 
and the importance of fruit quality.
 
The well-rounded panel will also include insights from Dirk 
Winkelmann, Chief Business Development Officer of The 
Vanguard International Group, a vertically-integrated 
produce company that not only imports and distributes 
quality fruit from growers but they are growers themselves. 
Vanguard maintains control over all elements of the supply 
chain, from production and packing, to ocean freight 
management, distribution, and management of the entire 

2018 Global Summit 
More information to come, 

subscribe to our email list for 
updates. Text “IFG” to 42828 

to join today!

Coming Soon

cold chain through delivery. Their global footprint includes 
offices in Chile, Peru, China, Taiwan, Indonesia, South Africa, 
Spain and headquarters in Washington, USA and production 
regions in Chile, China, South Africa, Peru, New Zealand, Spain, 
Italy and the USA. Given the top-notch calibre of our invited 
speakers, we expect an excellent exchange with our licensees 
during the Summit program.



On February 13, 2018 over 100 growers and IFG® employees gathered 
at the Univiveros office for a breakfast and opening reception to kick off 
our first ever table grape field day in Chile. IFG® breeders, David Cain and 
Chris Owens, guided the tours and led discussions about our varieties. IFG® 
team members, Grace Márquez, Giancarlo Mazzini and Jorge Nicolini, discussed 
their experiences with our varieties in Peru and other Latin American countries. 

The first part of the event started with a commercial farm visit at Hacienda 
Chada, an exporter for Rio King. They opened their doors to our group and 
showed us their commercial plantings of Sweet Favors®, Sweet Globe®, Candy 
Hearts® and Sweet Celebration®. The Hacienda Chada team gave us a great tour 
and provided our group with a lot of valuable technical information. 

The second part of the event consisted of touring the Univiveros test blocks. On this 
tour, they generously showed us IFG® varieties in commercial status and some new 
very interesting collections. After the visits were complete, we enjoyed fruit samples and 
lunch among friends. 

The IFG® Open Field Day in Chile was a success, it was nice to share experiences, knowledge and fraternity.

Licensees Enjoy First 
Field Day in Chile
By Ignacio Bolumburu, Key Account Manager - Chile
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Flavio Lima, Field Service Engineer – Table Grapes in Brazil - Comes to IFG® as a 
seasoned and experienced table grape grower. With his competent knowledge and 
likeable manner, he built excellent relationships and gained the respect over the years 
with growers in the São Francisco Valley in Brazil. He holds an undergraduate degree as 
an Agronomy Engineer as well as a Master’s Degree in Irrigated Horticulture. Flavio has 
several published articles on grapevine issues which has set him apart and provided 
invaluable information to growers. He also held positions as Manager of Field Operations 
in Table Grapes with various companies in the Petrolina region. He is married with two 
daughters. In his free time, he likes to go fishing. His favorite IFG® variety is Sweet Globe®.

Expanding Our Quality Control Program 
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Flavio

Gabriel Stiepovich, Quality Assurance Specialist in Chile - His table grape career 
started at 13 when his father taught him how to work with vines in their family 
vineyard. Doing this inspired a career in agronomy where he was able to understand 
vines at a technical level. He studied at the Universidad 
Católica de Chile where graduated as an Engineer in 
Agronomy. For several seasons, he was a Quality 
Control Inspector at the Port of Wilmington in 
Delaware which brings to IFG tremendous 
experience in evaluating table grapes. He also 
worked for six years at Exportadora Santa Elena 
leading their team in quality control. His 
favorite IFG variety is Candy Hearts®.

Gabriel

Pablo Gomez, Licensee and Quality 
Assurance Manager in Spain - Studied 
agricultural engineering with a focus on stone 
fruit and viticulture at the University of Cartagena in 
Murcia, Spain. Pablo’s career has focused on the table 
grape industry. From interning at a table grape breeding 
program to working quality control for UK retailers like Marks & 
Spencer, he knows table grapes from top to bottom. Through his positions working in 
quality control, he traveled globally to different pack houses during harvest. During this 
time Pablo became very familiar with our varieties. His favorite variety is Candy Dreams®. 
“It’s a unique flavor that I’ll never get tired of.” In his free time Pablo enjoys mountain 
biking and water sports.

Pablo

Isabella Barros, Quality Assurance Specialist in Brazil - Speaks five languages and 
brings her multi-cultural experience to IFG® with a strong background in horticulture and 
emphasis in fruit and vegetable production. She has a Bachelor’s Degree in Agronomy at 
the Federal University of Goiás (UFG) in Brazil and also studied and interned in France in 
greenhouse production. The two harvest challenge in Petrolina in maintaining quality is 
in good hands with Isabella. She will develop and implement quality control 
measurements in the region with IFG® licensees. Her excellent skills and enthusiastic and 
competent presence will complement Flavio while making a tremendous team in Brazil 
for our growers. Isabella’s favorite IFG® variety is Sweet Globe®. “I love its crunchiness and 
delicate flavor! I also like Sweet Surprise®, so it’s a tie!” In her free time, Isabella loves 
reading crime novels.

Isabella

According to the USDA, women 
comprise 31% of the agricultural 
labor force in the United States. 

IFG’s staff is evenly divided 50/50 
between males and females!

Fun Fact



Not only have Lynn’s contributions 
been beneficial for the Pacific Northwest 
region of the United States, but his expertise has 
been sought after by cherry producers all around the world. 
Through Extension bulletins, videos, USAID projects, 
international symposia or consulting, Lynn has been involved in 
educating growers in no less than twenty countries. 

Lynn’s desire to provide growers with the tools they need to do 
well continues today. At IFG® he helps educate and support the 
work of the technical field staff and regional managers in their 
assistance of the IFG® growers. As head of the IFG® cherry team, 
Lynn knows that the success of the cherry program begins and 
ends with successful growers.
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Crowned Cherry King
IFG® Cherry Leader 

The Father of Chilean Cherries
Licensee, Hernán Garcés, named 

By Antonia Sanchez, Field Service Engineer – Cherries

Lynn Long, IFG’s world-wide manager of cherry development 
operations, has a passion for horticulture and an enthusiasm 
for teaching. For 29 years, Lynn combined these two interests 
as the Oregon State University stone fruit Extension 
Horticulturist. Now, he brings his enthusiasm for sharing his 
knowledge with IFG® growers to help them grow premium 
quality cherries. 

This past January, Lynn was crowned “Cherry King” by the 
Northwest Cherry Growers. This annual award was 
established in 1945 to honor a sweet cherry industry 
member who has shown “above and beyond” dedication to 
the industry. During Lynn’s tenure as an Extension 
Horticulturist he helped to guide the Northwest cherry 
industry from a basically single variety, single rootstock, 
single training system methodology into a process using 
multiple cherry varieties, dwarfing rootstocks and a 
multitude of training systems. This allowed for high density 
orchards and intensive production. His evaluation of over 
100 cherry varieties and his trials with different rootstocks on 
various training systems have aided cherry farmers in 
making the right decisions necessary to be good growers.  
Lynn’s ability to clearly convey the principles needed in 
first-class cherry production greatly contributed to the 
region’s reputation for growing superior quality fruit.

Hernán Garcés of Agricola Garcés was awarded the 
prestigious award “Cherry Visionary Award” at Global 
Cherry Summit held in Chile this past April. Hernán 
was recognized by his peers for his hard work in the 
cherry industry, for his inspiring vision and leadership. 
Hernán started his business a while ago as a small 
family operation and has grown it into of the biggest, 
most respected cherry growers worldwide. He has 
made big strides by taking risks that no one else 
thought about taking, and moving the industry 

By Marlene Long, Pacific Northwest 
Cherry Representative

forward while doing so. He is known as 
pioneer in the cherry industry because 
of his innovative thinking. Hernán has 
created positive change and has brought 
great progress to the industry. He is a pillar 
in the Chilean cherry market, and an example 
to global growers. We are very happy to have Hernán on 
board and as a licensee of sweet cherries and table grapes 
and we congratulate him on his prestigious award!
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Newest Crop of IFG® Grape 
Seedlings Planted
By David Cain

The work isn’t over when the plants are 
planted in the field. The trellis is installed, and 
each seedling is trained weekly by removing 
any side shoots and wrapping it on a string. 
Once it reaches the top of the trellis the canes 
which will bear next year’s crop are formed. 
The vines will be pruned in the winter of 2018 
and some will fruit in 2019 and the remainder 
will fruit in 2020. With luck, one or two will 
eventually become new IFG® varieties 
sometime around 2027.

May is a very busy month at IFG®. We evaluate newly fruiting 
cherries and compare commercial cherry selections to existing 
varieties to determine if they are superior. The 2018 grape 
crosses are made and cultural work like gib applications, 
girdling and crop thinning are being conducted in the 
commercial grape trial to determine the best practices to use 
on each of over 100 selections.

We also planted the 2017 grape seedlings. This year we 
planted approximately 19,300 seedlings. These seedlings 
started their lives last May when over 20 people carefully 
removed the pollen producing parts of individual grape 
flowers then applied pollen of the desired males to create 
these hybrid seedlings. This is a very tedious process and 
requires good hand-eye coordination. Timing is also critical. 
The flowers must be emasculated just before they bloom. 
Emasculate too early and they don’t set; too late and they 
bloom and are pollinated with undesired pollen, so you must 
wait until next year to try again. We made 237 parent 
combinations which were created from about 1200 clusters 
having at least 600,000 individual flowers. The hand pollinated 
clusters are bagged and labeled. Then we wait until mid-June 
to pick each cluster and take it to our embryo rescue 
laboratory. Since we make only seedless by seedless crosses, 
the berries only have small seed traces not full-sized seeds. 
These tiny seed traces must be extracted from the fruit and 
placed on special growing media under completely sterile 

growing conditions. They grow  on this media for several 
months then they must be cut open under a dissecting 
microscope and the tiny embryo is placed on a second 
growing media in a test tube. Many of the seed traces will not 
have an embryo and many of the embryos will not produce a 
normal plant so we have to work with very large numbers to 
get the final plants that are planted in the field. 



for his role in developing the 
produce industry in Chile. 
Jack served in World War II and 
always showed his respect for his 
staff by saluting them. His family and 
employees at Pandol Brothers named this variety Jack’s Salute® 
– to honor and recognize a man who changed the world of 
table grapes for many. 

Today, IFG® salutes back and is honored to recognize him – 
Jack’s Salute®.
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Jack’s Salute®
The Man Behind the Variety, 

By Pam Dykes

What’s in a name? When a name has special meaning, it’s 
much more than just a name, we feel drawn to share the 
meaning. That is the case with IFG Nine. It once was just a 
number, until it was chosen to honor someone whose 
contribution to the global table grape industry merited 
naming a special, elegant variety after his legacy. 

Jack V. Pandol was a pioneer whose vision and willingness to 
challenge led to new horizons creating a global chain of table 
grape expansion and supply between Latin America, Asia and 
the U.S. before such partnerships were ever considered. 
Already a leader in the California industry and new innovations 
in exportation, Jack created a worldwide, year-round supply of 
produce. His efforts were recognized by the Chilean 
government who honored him with the coveted Bernardo 
O'Higgins Award, Chile's equivalent of the Medal of Freedom, 

Diminutive – dedicated – determined – IFG® is lucky to 
have such a remarkable member of its LATAM team. 
Grace, whose title is Licensee Service Representative 
under the direction and guidance of Giancarlo 
Mazzini, the LATAM Regional Manager, handles all the 
documentation and communication for over 250 
licensees in the region. She adeptly manages and 
coordinates all forecasting, Exercise Notices, 
authorizations, budwood acquisitions and collections 
for a vast region with poise and decorum. Grace comes to 
IFG® with a degree in Business Administration and over 14 
years of experience in organization’s systems and processes 
for optimizing the best methodology for assessments and audits 
for quality, environmental and safety systems. Through processes of 
control and certification, Grace brought good agricultural and manufacturing 
practices throughout the supply chain. Grace knows the industry and her 
expertise and manner have gained the respect and appreciation from all our 
IFG® licensees.

Meet Grace
Licensee Service Representative for LATAM



IFG® Global Team

8224 Espresso Drive, Suite 200
Bakersfield, CA 93312  USA

Antonia Sanchez
Field Service Engineer - Chile Cherries
+56 9 9644 9565 | asanchez@ifg.world

Beth Lenau
Field Manager | Research Associate - USA
Cherries & Grapes
+1 661 747 9920 | blenau@ifg.world

De Witt Kamfer
Regional Manager - Africa & Middle East
+21 0 82 6969 557 | dkamfer@ifg.world

Flavio Lima
Field Service Engineer - Brazil
+55 87 99101 9402 | Flima@ifg.world

Gabriel Stiepovich
Quality Assurance Specialist - Chile
+56 958 591 810 | gstiepovich@ifg.world

Giancarlo Mazzini
Regional Manager - Latin America 
+51 997 572 607 | gmazzini@ifg.world

Gina Wessel
Cherry Administrative Coordinator - 
Australasia
+61408 391 937 | gwessel@ifg.world

Grace Marquez
Licensee Service Representative - 
Latin America
+51 957 206 793 | gmarquez@ifg.world

Heidi de Villiers
Regional Manager - South Africa
+27 82 320 4090 | hdevilliers@ifg.world

Ignacio Bolumburu
Key Account Manager - Chile
+56 9 9733 8729 | ibolumburu@ifg.world

Isabella Barros
Quality Control Specialist - Brazil
+55 87 9 9102 4449 | ibarros@ifg.world

Jennifer Hashim-Maguire
Regional Manager - Australia
+61 499 499 089 | jmaguire@ifg.world

Jorge Nicolini
Field Service Specialist - Latin America
+51 934 018 138 | nicolini@ifg.world

Lynn Long
Manager of Cherry Development 
Operations
+1 541 993 1253 | llong@ifg.world

Marlene Long
Regional Manager, Pacific Northwest - 
USA Cherries 
+1 541 980 5039 | mlong@ifg.world

Nancy Esch
Research Associate - USA 
Cherries & Grapes
+1 661 703 7290 | nesch@ifg.world

Pablo Gomez Ruiz
Licensee and Quality Assurance Manager- 
Spain
+34 678 215 136 | pgomez@ifg.world

Pietro Scafidi
Technical & Production Research Manager
Regional Manager - Italy & Portugal
+39 345 46 35 161 | pscafidi@ifg.world

Yiannis Kanakis
Regional Manager - Greece & Turkey
+30 694 41 24 414 | ykanakis@ifg.world

General Inquiries
+1 661 552 0221 | hello@ifg.world

 


